
Find more information on asbestos, asbestos exposure 
and abatement at worksafesask.ca/asbestos/

Do I need to leave my home if asbestos is present?

It depends on a few things. If the asbestos is not disturbed and is in stable condition, it’s unlikely to cause harm and you don’t need to leave 
your home. If you find unstable asbestos debris, you need to stay away from it. If asbestos abatement is needed, you may need to leave 
depending on the extent of the work and which rooms are affected. An asbestos abatement professional should be able to give you advice 
based on your situation.

1

If I have to leave my home, at what point do I need to leave, and for how long?

It depends on the situation. An asbestos abatement professional will take samples of materials, test them and recommend what to do if they 
find asbestos. They will tell you what needs to happen based on the abatement plan.
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Can I clean my home while I’m having an abatement done?

It’s not safe to dust, vacuum or sweep any possible asbestos debris. Let an asbestos abatement professional manage the situation and give 
you advice.

3

If I have to leave my home, am I covered under insurance to stay elsewhere?

Check your insurance policy or contact your insurance provider to see if this is covered. 

5

Is it safe for my animals to be in the house?

There is research that indicates household animals can get asbestos-related diseases. If you are concerned your pet may have been exposed, 
speak to a veterinarian.
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Should I see a doctor if I think I’ve been exposed to asbestos?

If you have symptoms or are concerned about exposure, seek advice from a medical doctor. No amount of asbestos exposure is considered 
safe, but the risk of getting an asbestos-related disease will depend on the extent of the exposure. Illness from asbestos exposure takes several 
years to develop.

6

What can I expect from my contractor if asbestos is found?

A contractor you have hired for a renovation or other project should defer to the expertise of an asbestos abatement professional. The 
abatement process will depend on the level of risk and can include removing or enclosing the asbestos.

4

Do I need to have my house professionally cleaned after the asbestos has been removed?

An asbestos abatement professional has a responsibility to dispose of all asbestos waste properly during removal. Ask your asbestos 
abatement professional to tell you how they will make sure your home is safe after it has been removed. 

8

Homeowners: What you need to know 
if you find asbestos in your home

Renovating a home or building built before 1990? It likely contains asbestos.


